Using competencies to promote a learning environment in intensive care.
Nurses need to be able to demonstrate not only a sound knowledge base but the ability to link theory to practice. Nursing is a practical profession requiring skills of safe management, particularly in the care of critically ill patients. Such management includes the ability to make effective assessments and initiate appropriate therapy, as well as a duty to understand and utilise supportive technology in a competent manner. This paper describes how the role of the lecturer practitioner supports an appropriate learning environment in the intensive care unit (ICU).